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I. CALL TO ORDER - 7:07 PM 

II. ATTENDANCE – ROLL CALL  

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES 
Approval of the Council’s October 12, 2021, minutes was sought by Mr. Garaguso. Mr. Vernick motioned to accept 
the minutes, seconded by Mr. Nelson, and then accepted unanimously by the Council with the exception of Ms. Barrett 
and Mr. Lucarelli who abstained. 
 

IV. FORUM 
 
- Complete Streets Forum 
The presenters in the forum: Peter Bilton of the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority (NJTPA), James 
Bonanno of the Parking and Transportation Department for the City of Asbury Park, Elise Bremer-Nei of the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT), and Joe Ettore and Michael Nei of the Monmouth County Division of 
Engineering participated with Council members, Council staff, and members of the public in an open forum on the 
topic of Complete Streets at the state, county, and municipal levels. The presenters each spoke to the processes, 
achievements, and challenges that they face in implementing Complete Streets policies under their jurisdictions. 
Presenters spoke to the following: 
 
Peter Bilton, (NJTPA) 

• NJTPA assists 13 counties and 2 cities of Northern New Jersey in Complete Streets implementation through 
guidance documents such as Plan 2050 and by providing technical planning services and funding for projects 
through the Planning for Emerging Centers and Complete Streets Technical Assistance programs.  

• Technical planning services include assistance in preparing bicycle corridor or network plans, conceptual 
renderings, policy guidance, temporary demonstrations and related guidance, and community workshops. 

Members Present  
Garaguso, Anthony – Chair 
Vernick, Jeff – Vice Chair 
Barrett, Betsy 
Lucarelli, Benjamin 
Nelson, Eric 
Ponzio, Nicholas  
 
Members Excused 
Van Nortwick, Peter 
 
 

Staff Present 
Ettore, Joe 
Furmanec, Victor 
Nei, Michael  
Popovech, Michael 
Schmetterer, David 
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• The agency has worked with municipalities on projects such as the Hoboken Street Design, Keyport 
Complete Streets, Red Bank Pedestrian Safety Project.  These projects may include county or state roadways, 
as was the case in the Bradley Beach Main Street Walkable Community Workshop. 

• Applications for the 2022-2023 Complete Streets Technical Assistance program will open on December 6, 
2021 and additional information can be found at https://www.njtpa.org/completestreets. 
 

James Bonanno (Asbury Park) 
• Asbury Park manages local roads within its jurisdiction and has implemented road diets, a bicycle master 

plan, bicycle lanes, and truck regulations to improve pedestrian/bicycle safety and traffic flow. 
• The City has implemented an electric scooter share system with LINK (Link Your City, Inc) with dedicated 

spaces for scooter parking throughout the city. 
• The City has implemented a ReOPEN plan (Realizing Opportunities for Public Enjoyment of 

Neighborhoods) which provides space previously used exclusively by vehicles, such as roads becoming 
temporary pedestrian malls, to allow for bicycle and pedestrian uses. 
 

Joseph Ettore and Michael Nei (MC Engineering) 
• The County of Monmouth follows Title 27 “HIGHWAYS” of the New Jersey Statutes, pursuant to which the 

county’s jurisdiction falls within the curbline or edge of pavement on either side of the road.  As such, the 
County does not have jurisdiction over sidewalks along county roads.  However, in conjunction with road 
improvement projects, the County provides an opportunity for municipalities to request the inclusion of new 
sections of sidewalk along county roads; the cost of which is borne by the municipality.  This is due to the 
fact that municipalities are able to delegate the maintenance of sidewalks to adjacent property owners, and 
the County is not the party responsible for sidewalk maintenance. 

• The County adopted a Bicycle Compatibility Policy in 2016 that states the County will consider linkages in 
bicycle routes in future capital programs to provide a usable interconnected network within and between local 
municipalities. 

• The County assisted in the development of the Keyport Complete Streets Design Guide to ensure compliance 
with American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT) standards. 

• The County is currently assisting in the development of Eatontown’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan by 
providing technical guidance on building of infrastructure within the county’s right-of-way. 
 

Elise Bremer-Nei (NJDOT) 
• NJDOT works on various programs and plans such as road safety audits, Safe Routes to School, senior 

mobility workshops, the NJ Strategic Highway Safety Plan, and the NJ Roadway Design Manual. 
• NJDOT provides consultant supported local planning assistance for projects such as bicycle and pedestrian 

master plans, safe routes to school planning, or studies of local municipalities.  
• The agency has published guidance documents such as the NJ Complete Streets Plan Development and 

Implementation Guidebooks, the Complete Streets Design Guide, and the Complete and Green Streets Model 
Policy and Guide. 

• The Voorhees Transportation Center at Rutgers University operates the NJ Bicycle and Pedestrian Resource 
Center and the NJ Safe Routes Resource Center on behalf of NJDOT. These centers provide research, 
training, conferences, and inform and connect stakeholders throughout the state on their respective areas of 
interest. 

• NJDOT is currently revising its Complete Streets policy, originally passed in 2009, its Complete Streets 
checklist, and design guidance to align with changes in training and outreach at the department. 

 
Council members, Council staff, presenters, and members of the public then took part in an open dialogue on the topic 
of complete streets. The following questions were asked during the dialogue: 
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Q: Electric bicycles and mopeds are becoming more prevalent on our roads and bike lanes, where do they fit if they 

are slower than cars but faster than traditional bikes? 
A:   Mr. Bonanno replied that bikes are treated as vehicles and can be either on the road or in the bicycle lane. More 

crucially all vehicles should be acting responsibly to ensure the safety of all road users and pedestrians. Mr. Bilton 
spoke to the inclusion of electric bicycles into New Jersey State Law as vehicles of one or two speed classes, 
electric mopeds which travel 20 to 28 mph and low speed electric bicycles which can travel up to 20 mph. 

Q: Are there towns currently lacking a Complete Streets plan that would benefit from having one? 
A: Engineering staff, Planning staff, Mr. Bonanno, and Ms. Bremer-Nei replied that due to the varying types of 

communities in Monmouth County (from rural to urban types, from low density to high density types, and various 
built environments and forms), each community would gain a different set of improvements if they implemented 
a plan. 

Q: In adopting a Complete Streets policy, can a municipality target specific streets or areas, or is the plan required 
to address this issue for every street? 

A: Mr. Ettore responded that the municipality’s plan can target streets or areas it finds are appropriate for complete 
streets projects, and then prioritize projects for implementation.  For example, a town may target complete street 
projects in developed portions of the community, and delay such projects in more rural, undeveloped areas. 

Q: Given the success of Complete Streets projects developed during the Covid-19 pandemic, what ideas should 
leaders consider to advance Complete Streets implementation? 

A: Ms. Bremer-Nei and Mr. Bilton replied that the proof of benefits experienced by communities with existing 
complete streets projects, as well as changes in regulations pertaining to complete streets implementation, would 
be a substantial influence on future complete streets policies, plans and implementation. 

Q: Given the passing of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (HR3684), what should be done at this time to 
be prepared for future funding opportunities and to be “shovel ready”? 

A: Ms. Bremer-Nei and Mr. Bilton replied that having adopted planning documents, such as master plans with 
transportation sections, bicycle and pedestrian master plans, and complete streets ordinances, would provide the 
preparedness needed to implement complete streets projects as funding becomes available. 

Q: How is Monmouth County working with municipalities to assure connectivity between complete streets projects? 
A: The Monmouth County Division of Planning and the Division of Engineering work with municipalities as 

technical advisors on municipal projects, ensuring that current projects are able to connect to other complete 
streets projects. The Division of Planning also provides guidance on inquiries made by municipalities on the 
implementation of complete streets policies and potential funding sources for projects. 

 
V. REPORTS OF STAFF 

 
- CMAQ Program 
For the Electric Vehicle Charger program, Mr. Schmetterer reported Planning staff is in the process of focusing the 
list of potential sites for examination using spatial analysis and location-based data. He noted that sites under 
consideration are located on Monmouth County property. Mr. Lucarelli spoke of the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs publishing a statewide model ordinance on Electric Vehicle Charging stations and the greater 
opportunities it can provide to local municipalities in permitting the installation of chargers and parking requirements 
for chargers. Attendees spoke to the importance of publicly accessible chargers for those who do not have access to 
charge an EV at their home. The Brookdale Shuttle Project has advanced with appeals of model request for proposals 
(RFP) and staff is waiting to receive them. 
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-NJTPA Subregional Studies Program 
Mr. Schmetterer informed the Council that Planning staff submitted an application for the NJTPA Subregional Studies 
Program for the FY2023-2024 grant period. Monmouth County has been selected to conduct a study on “Barriers to 
Mobility in Monmouth County” under the program. Judith Drucker, a member of the public, spoke to the importance 
of considering equity in transportation under this study. Mr. Schmetterer stated that the study will focus on overcoming 
the barriers experienced by all those traveling in Monmouth County, with the goal of providing a toolset of strategies 
to enable greater equitable transportation for residents and visitors.  
 
- Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (HR3684) 
This item was tabled to a later meeting. 
 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment was received at this time other than what is noted above. 
 

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mr. Garaguso announced that the next meeting of the Monmouth County Transportation Council will be held on 
Tuesday, December 14, 2021, at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held in person with a virtual option using Webex. 
Council members and members of the public will be provided with the Webex meeting information through the agenda 
notification system and email. 
 
 - MCTC Newsletter 
Mr. Popovech informed the Council that suggestions of articles that are timely and relevant for the 19th issue of the 
MCTC newsletter are to be submitted to staff by December 15, 2021. 
 
- Real ID 
Mr. Schmetterer informed the Council of a positive experience in obtaining a Real ID from an New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission location. Ms. Barret advised all present to obtain a Real ID in a timely manner. 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Following a motion to adjourn the meeting, made by Mr. Lucarelli and seconded by Mr. Nelson, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:02 PM. 
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